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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


The Selectmen charge themselves as follows : 


Received of— 

M. Burpee, treasurer, 1872, 

P. B. Prescott, collector, 1871, 

P. B. Prescott, interest on taxes, 1871, 

D. G. Wells, collector, 1872, 

D, G. Wells, interest on taxes, 1872, 

Ira B. Norris, collector, 1873, 

J. R. Swain, for grass on Colburn place, 

John 8S. Merrill, < 

Joseph Colburn, for house on Colburn place, 

M. Burpee, land agent, 1872, 

M. Burpee, land agent, 1873, 

M. Burpee, I’. Eaton’s highway tax, 1872, 
66 66 66 1873, 

Joseph Clough, use of pasture, 

C. O. Barnes, on town note, 

Interest on State bonds, 

U. S. Government, 

County of Grafton, : 

Literary and bank funds, 

Joel F. Austin, Jr., for use of town house, 

J. M. Fitts, for old iron, 


Borrowed of— 


Willie C. Swett, 
Joseph Clough, 
Charles A. Dimond, 
Roxann W. Leavitt, 


$4,325 37 
64 31 


3,239 87 
10 00 

15 00 

9 50 

68 68 
31 75 

: 8 07 
Dd 71 

3 00 
160 00 
180 00 
80 00 
278 34 
146 01 

1 25 

1 78 


56 73 
166 34 
100 00 

1,000 00 


Borrowed of— 
Angie E. Hadley, 
George W. Hadley, 
Henry Burley, 
Mary E. Davis, 
Bartlett Burley, 
Anna M. Foster, 
Charles G. Kidder, 


George A. Whicher, 


Sarah D. Hardy, 
Joseph Trussell, 
Jonathan Kidder, 
Noah B. Foster, 
Cyntha Pierce, 

S. J. Kenniston, 

F. A. Atwood, 
Charles A. Dimond, 
William Batchelder, 
Susan Clough, 

John Foster, 

Noah B. Foster, 
Susan Clough, 
Caroline EK. Fitts, 


700 00 
653 77 
455 00 
128 38 

84 92 

40 00 
150 00 

50 00 

41 12 
212 76 
600 00 
245 41 

80 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00. 
325 00 
150 00 
140 08 
148 92 
725 00 
885 60 


$17,609 43 


; DISBURSEMENTS. 
School Money. 

Paid—Marshall Burpee, District No. 1, $182 36 
Benjamin R. Norris, BT de 42 37 
George C. Lovejoy, Da 3 Ye 40 95 
Perley R. Follansbee, * 4, Al 71 
James M. King, tars 77 Al 
George F. Colburn, Be ay f 54 58 
James LaMott, Ne 6 See 80 00 
Enoch Fifield, we Tah 33 10 
Wells C. Youngman, ‘* 13, 29 21 


H. N. Robbins, Dist. No. 8, for 1872, 123 40 
T. S. Marshall, Dist. No. 11, for 1872, 21 00 


$726 09 
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Miscellaneous. 


Paid—J. Burrows, services as attorney, $23 17 
Abner Blodgett, damage by dogs. 5 00 
Ira B. Norris, witness, Follansbee case, 2 00 
J. M. Fitts, board of selectmen, 1872, 6 00 
M. Burpee, tax on Cogswell & Colburn 

place, 11 55 
M. Burpee, services and board, 6 00 
Stillman Merrill, watering trough, 1872, 4 00 
State tax, 738 00 
County tax, 500 61 
Abbie S. Wright, for stove, 7 00 
Edward Whicher, bounty on one bear, 4 00 
Galen Hayward, board bill on road, 8 25 
B. W. Sanborn & Co., stationery, 9 25 
J. M. Fitts, expense after A. A. Merrill 

and daughter, 17 25 
J. M. Fitts, interest on money, 9 50 
M. Burpee, services land agent, 3 00 
EK. R. Read, for watering trough, ~ 2 00 
B. R. Norris, for wood and care town 

house, 4 00 
B. R. Norris, for wood and care town 

house, 1872, 5 00 
M. Burpee, land agent, 308 12 
M. Burpee, land agent, 1872, 105 80 
J. M. Fitts, expenses to Haverhill and 

Plymouth, 11 60 
J. M. Fitts, stationery, 1 69 

$1,792 79 
Support of Town Paupers. | 

Paid—C. B. Powers, wood for Mrs. Fisk, $8 71 

G. W. Sturtevant, wood for Cogswell, 10 00 


Mirriam Davis, support of Ruth Waldron, 24 00 
Hannah C. Norris, making clothes vor Ruth 


Waldron, 437 
Asahel Blodgett, Jr., for support of Mrs. 
Waldron, 10 00 


Railroad fare and cash for Mrs. Waldron, 7 00 
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Poid—James Elliott, provisions for Mrs. Fisk, 79 
Thomas J. Estes, house rent for Mrs. Fisk, 5 00 
J. M. Fitts, goods for A. B. Hadley, 6 65 
S. A. Leavitt, hay for Cogswell, 7 25 


Jesse T’. Reed, labor on Cogswell place, 5 00 
Amos Hadley, support of A. B. Hadley, 112 50 
Abner Blodgett, support of A. A. Merrill 


and daughter, 20 48 

J. M. Hine goods for Mrs. Fisk, 36 69 

“6 Mrs. Fisk, old bills,- 9 78 

66 “6 Mrs. Waldo! 24 03 

6 6 Ruth Waldron, PhS sy 

+s ‘ Cogswell, 29 04 
City of Concord, board of A. A. Merrill 

and daughter, 8 00 

John S. Merrill, labor on Wogswell Blace, 5 00 

2 shingles, 4 50 
Franklin Blodgett, medicine, Me Wal- 

dron, 90 

$361 26 


Support of County Paupers. 


Paid—H. C. Varnum, support of Ziba Varnum, $41 00 
J. M. Fitts, for medicine furnished Ziba 


Varnum, ’ 7 84 
J. M. Fitts, expense moving Sheppard 

and wife to county farm, 5) 10 
John Quimby, support of Geo. Saunt, 42 00 
J. M. Fitts, goods for 11 93 
John Whittemore, medical Henan for 

Geo. Smith, 77 83 
Kk. A. Smith, nursing Geo. Smith, 37 28 


Daniel C. Davis, support of Geo. Smith, 254 50 
J. M. Fitts, eoods for support of J. M. 
Brooks, 15 67 


$493 15 
Mighways and Bridges. 


Paid—Alden Whicher, labor, $2 00 
Henry Morrill, labor, 10 50 


Paid—Joseph Reed, labor, 


John W. Brook, labor, 
Parker Follansbee, labor, 
E. R. Read, labor, 
Hiram Reed, labor, 
B. R. Norris, labor, 
Amos L. Noyes, labor, 
66 labor, 
‘ene, labor’, 
P. P. Wells, labor, 
Charles A. Black, labor, 
J. & J. Quimby, Jr., labor, 
C. B. Powers, labor, 
T. J. Fitts, labor, 
Samuel Stevens, labor, 
A. Blodgett, labor, 
J. I’. Patterson, labor, 
Gilbert S. Clough, labor, 
6 labor, 
Nathan B. Kinsby, labor, 
John S. Blodgett, labor, 
D. C. Davis, labor, 
Elbridge S. Hopkins, labor, 
Hiram Reed, labor, 
Abram Hardy,labor, 
M. Burpee, labor, 
D. G. Wells, labor, 
L. S. Fellows, labor, 
Ruben Whicher, labor, 
Joshua Rowen, labor, 
Enoch Fifield, labor, 
Abram Hardy, labor, 
Albert Leavitt, labor, 
Parker B. Powers, labor, 
é labor, 
Joseph Leavitt, labor, 
John 8S. Merrill, labor, 
L. A. Fcllonsbee, labor, 
H. A. J. Powers, labor, 
Silas E. Wright, labor, 
Joseph M. Clough, labor, 
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Paid—John S. Merrill, labor, 


Amos L. Noyes, labor, 
Phineas Flanders, labor, 
Stephen Peaslee, labor, 
Alden Whicher, labor, 
Hiram Reed, labor, 
Jesse T. Reed, labor, 
Parker B. Prescott, labor, 
S. W. Clement, labor, | 
J. & J. Quimby, Jr., labor, 
Aaron Reed, labor, 
A. Leavitt, labor, 
Eben J. Blodgett, labor, 
John A. Dow, labor, 
Joel F. Austin, Jr., labor, 
Joshua Rowen, labor, 
B. R. Norris, labor, 
D. G. Wells, labor, 
John 8. Blodgett, labor, 
H. A. J. Powers, labor, 
“6 labor, 
Joshua Rowen, labor, 
Daniel Jefferson, labor, 
S. A. Leavitt, labor, 
Parker B. Powers, labor, 
Alden Whicher, labor and plank, 
Jewell Jesseman, labor, 
Ruben Whicher, labor and plank, 
Marshall Burpee, labor and plank, 
John S. Merrill, labor and plank, 
Henry N. Robbins, labor and plank, 
Enoch Fifield, labor and plank, 
Amos L. Noyes, labor and plank, 
B. R. Norris, labor and plank, 
James Fellows, labor and plank, 
Joel F. Austin, Jr., labor and plank, 
George C. Lovejoy, labor and cash paid 
out, 
George C. Lovejoy, labor and cash paid 
out, ant ~ 
Saliiel Cheever, labor, 
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Paid—Alden Youngman, labor, . 3 00 
Albert Leavitt, labor, 6 00 
Thomas §. Marshall, labor, 10 25 

; $870 05 
Town Officers. 

Paid—J. M. Fitts, services as lst selectman, $66 00 
. G. C. Lovejoy, services as 2d selectman, 36 00 
Hirain Reed, services as 3d selectman, 23 00 
J. M. Fitts, services as treasurer, 15 00 
J. M. Fitts, services as overseer poor, 18 40 
G. C. Lovejoy, services as overseer poor, 18 35 
John A. Norris, town clerk, 15 00 
Dimond G. Wells, collector, 1872, 15 59 
Tra B. Norris, collector, 1873, 42 00 
Parker B. Prescott, collector, 1871, 77 

Parker B. Prescott, balance as selectman, 

1872, 9 00 
J. M. Fitts, balance as selectman, 1872, 5 00 
Perley R. Follansbee, services as con- 

stable, 1 00 
Carroll O. Barnes, services as superin- 

tending school committee, 30 00 
C. Clough and A. Youngman, auditors, 

1872, 8 00 

$303 11 
School House Tax. 

Paid—M. Burpee, District No. 1, $369 44 
J. M. King, 66 5 19 00 
John McGrath, 6 Bs 1872, 95 20 
Galen Hayward, ‘* 4, 1872,' ti 
Alden Youngman, ‘“ 7, 9 00 

$503 79 
Abatements. 

Paid—Nelson Streeter, ; 4 32 
Henry N. Robbins, 20 00 
Jacob Rowen, 5 00 


$29 32 
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Cash paid on Notes. 

Paid—Roxann W. Leavitt, $2,553 77 
Caroline E. Fitts, 8 85°60 
Benjamin Simpson, 921 73 
Joseph Trussell, 212 76 
Susan Clough, 624 69 
Henry Burley, 456 71 
Martha M. Lovejoy, 236 35 
John M. Fitts, 141 41 
Cyrus Gordon, 191 03 
Eben J. Blodgett, 121 07 

6 30 00 
J. B. Burley, 140 08 
Noah B. Foster, 148 92 
Benjamin Davis, 128 38 
Jonathan Kidder, 600 00 
66 40 00 
Joshua Foster, 56 50 
J. B. Burley, 84 92 
J. W. Simpson, 22 13 
nd 51 00 
James M. Ring, 239 42 
Sarah D. Hardy, 41 12 
Ladies’ Literary Society, 53 57 
Charles A. Dimond, 17 87 
Joseph Clough, 67 39 
Willie C. Leavitt, 56 73 
Joseph F. Cilley, 24 72 
Sarah S. Morrill, 52 00 
$8,199 87 

Recapitulation. 
Whole amount received, $17,609 43 
Cash paid—School money, $726 09 
Miscellaneous, 1,792 79 
Support town paupers, 361 26 
County paupers, 493 15 
Highways and bridges, 870 05 
Town officers, 303 11 


School house tax, 503 79 
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Abatements, 29 32 

On town notes, 8,199 87 

In hands of treasurer, 4,330 00 

$17,609 43 

Demands against the town, $26,194 52 
Due the Town. 

From—J. M. Fitts, treasurer, $4,330 00 

D. G. Wells, collector 1872, 19 51 

Ira B. Norris, collector 1873, 2,260 56 

County on paupers, 159 61 

Benjamin Davis, collector, 10 72 

Warren W. Rowen, use of town house, 6 00 

Carroll O. Barnes, on note, 165 00 

Marshall Burpee, land agent 1872, 42 77 

Mh 6 1873, 276 37 

Non-resident lands covered by deeds, 195 98 

State bounty on one bear, 4 00 

$7,470 52 

Total against the town, $18,724 00 

Town debt by last years’ report, $18,618 69 

Old bills of last years’ standing, 1,224 13 

Total debt last year, $19,842 82 

Present debt of town, $18,724 00 

Decrease of debt in 1873, $1,118 82 


Respectfully submitted, 


JOHN M. FITTS, Selectmen 
GEORGE C. LOVEJOY, of 
~HIRAM REED, Dorchester. 


We have examined the accounts of the Selectmen as 
presented by their Treasurer and find them. correctly cast 
and properly vouched. 


CHARLES CLOUGH, 2 4 aisop 
ALDEN YOUNGMAN, : i lh 


SCHOOL REPORT, 
FOR THE YEAR 1873-4. 


GENTLEMEN :—During the past year, schools have been 
maintained in town as follows: 


DISTRICT No. 1. 


Length of Fall Term, ten weeks. Winter Term, twelve 
weeks I believe, though the Register for winter school has 
not been received. Susie C. Simpson, teacher. This was 
the largest school in town, the fall term numbering forty 
scholars, and winter term nearly that number. The order 
was not the best, some scholars appearing to the best advan- 
tage under the teacher’s constant watch ; others, by their fine 
scholarly deportment, proving an acquaintance with polite- 
ness and good manners. At the close of the fall term, the 
classes gave proof of good attention to study. The gram- 
mar class of winter term, made the best appearance of any 
in town. Miss Simpson evidently labored faithfully, and 
though susceptible of some improvements, her school was a 
success. , 


DISTRICT No. 2. 

The Fall Term of ten weeks, was commenced by Nettie 
M. Eastman, and closed by Georgia A. Leavitt. The 
school appeared well at my first visit, and that is all I know 
of it under Miss Eastman’s management. At the close of 
the term, I found Miss Leavitt’s school looking well and 


* 
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showing proofs of efficient management. The order was 
good. I noticed in this school, one or two small scholars, 
who for promptness and live interest in recitation, are worthy 
models for all our schools. Reading, in this school, falls 
below the average in town, some scholars appearing to have 
been crowded into classes too advanced for them. Let 
parents allow teachers to advise them in regard to what books 
are adapted to their childrens’ wants, remembering ’tis a 
mistaken policy that pushes children into positions beyond 
their capacity, but true wisdom that places them in classes 
just where they belong. 


DISTRICT No. 3. 


Summer Term, eight weeks. Emma McClure, teacher. 
This was her first school, and a fine success. The reading 
was not excelled by any school in ‘town. Attendance regu- 
lar, and order good. 

The Winter Term of eight weeks was taught by Frank 
M. Hall. ‘The school was small, but appeared well. This 
too, was Mr. Hall’s first school. I think good progress was 
made. 


DISTRICT No. 4. 


The Fall Term of eight weeks was taught by L. E. Fol- 
lansbee. At my first visit, I noted with pleasure the 
thorough drill given to some of the lower classes in reading. 
Order and attendance good. The teacher had the good will 
of the scholars, and would I think, be their first choice for 
another term. 


DISTRICT No. 5. 


Length of Summer Term, eight weeks. L. E. Follans- 
bee, teacher. Although a small school, a lively interest was 
shown throughout the term and good progress made by the 
scholars. More prominence was given to principles than to 
rules, as should be in every school. The attendance was 
very regular and order excellent. 
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The Fall Term of seven weeks was taught by myself; but 


disliking to sit in judgment on my own case, I will pass by 


the further report of this term. 


DISTRICT No. 7. 


Summer Term of six weeks was taught by Ella F. Weeks. 
At my first visit I found the school appearing well, and 
noted with pleasure the good appearance of the spelling 
classes. At my second visit I found the school nearly 
doubled in numbers, and the examination gave evidence of 
interest on the part of scholars, and faithfulness on the 
teacher’s part. 

The Fall Term of six weeks was taught by Nellie M. 
Tucker. A model school; unsurpassed in excellence by any 
in town. ‘The closing examination, fair and thorough, was 
highly creditable to both-teacher and scholars, while the 
lady-like and gentlemanly deportment of the whole school 


would win the unqualified admiration of all who appreciate 


the cultivation of good manners in our public schools. 


DISTRICT No. 8. 


Fall Term of nine and one half weeks was taught by L. 
K. Follansbee. This was an interesting and successful school 
taught in a dingy old kitchen in an unoccupied dwelling- 
house, standing on the bank of a pond, where the wind 
sweeping across the water and entering the cheerless room, 
seemed to well fit it for a place in which to inure children to 
the hardships of a sailor’s life, but forming by no means the 
appropriate surroundings of a school room. ‘This school 
showed an interest hardly excelled by any in town. Though 
small this is a school of fine appearance and worthy of a new 
and comfortable house, which the district should provide soon. 


DISTRICT No. 10. 


The Summer Term of six. weeks and Fall Term of nine 
weeks was taught by Samalva H. Noyes. This school num- 


S* 


+) 
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bered only four small scholars with but three in fall term. 
Though not qualified or claiming to be qualified as a teacher, 
Miss Noyes was permitted to teach this school. Think per- 
haps it was as well as the district could have done under the 
circumstances but I would not advise them to try it again. 
Summer school appeared well. Not being notified of the 
closing of the fall term the school was vistited only at its 
commencement and I cannot speak of its success. With the.. 
present number of scholars and school money, I think a pri- 
vate school employing the partial services of a competent 
teacher would be of greater benefit to the district. 


DISTRICT No. 13. 
Fall Term of nine weeks, Lucy E. Reed, teacher. The 


school was small and lacking that enthusiasm and interest 
that thorough explanation of principles would have created. 
A part of the arithmetic classes were at work with books 
wholly unsuited to their wants, rendering the study discour- 
aging and unprofitable. The school was orderly and studi- 
ous, and taking the mere commitment of abstract. book- 
questions as the standard, it was a success. 


Axithmetic takes the lead in our schools, evidently being 
considered by many as of far more importance than anything 
else. Now if a smaller, practical, business work, like 
French’s Elmentary and Mental Arithmetics, which I have 
farnished to all who wished them, were to be understand- 
ingly and thoroughly taught and due time and study bestowed 
upon geography, grammar, history, and penmanship, giving 
to these branches the attention their importance demands and 
a decent knowledge of spelling acquired, scholars would: 
through life constantly reap the benefits of practical instruc- 
tion in the right direction. 

In building and repairing school-houses let us bear in mind 
that pleasant and cheerful surroundings exert a healthful 
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influence on children’s minds, and as you would have your 
children intelligent and refined, make your school-houses 
comfortable and pleasant. The new house in No. 1, with its 
fenced grounds, though having hardly seating capacity for 
the present number of scholars, marks one step of progress 
in the right direction, though I believe if some other districts 
should try as hard as they Gao they could saat upon 
that some. 

Our text-books are wholly lacking in uniformity, and 
embrace some that by long continued use have become wholly 
unfit for the pnrpose. With the present mixed variety of 
books, good, bad or indifferent, as the case happens to be, 
classes are multiplied, and teachers compelled to omit some 
recitations or to hurry the whole so as to render them all 
nearly worthless, when, by a judicious selection of books of 
superior excellence, and by their uniformity, admitting of a 
proper arrangement of classes, time would be given to 
teachers, enthusiasm and interest to scholars, and much better 
results realized from the money we now invest in schools. 
Believing that an evil lies here, and that the best interests of 
our schools demands a remedy, and that the remedy is in 
your hands, I lay the subject before you for your considera- 
tion and action hoping it may receive your early attention. 
Now I would not recommend an exchange to be conducted 
on ** Credit Mobilier” or Congressional reform principles, 
but suggest that perhaps the best way to secure a uniform 
list of books for all our schools, would be to appoint a -Text- 
Book Committee of three men, in whose ability and perfect 
integrity you can confide, instructing them to make such a 
selection of books as in their judgment is best adapted to the 
wants of our common schools and then, by a vote of the 
town, adopt them as the standard list of text-books for five 
years. Some of the advantages of such action would be: 


I. Scholars would be provided with new and suitable 
books adapted to their wants. 
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II. We should be done with the unsatisfactory arrange- 
ment of irregular and half completed exchanges. 


Ill. We should avoid the risk that now attaches to the 
local trade in school books, enabling our merchants to keep 
a supply of the right kind, assured that no sudden exchange 
could render them unsalable. 


IV. Scholars could attend school in other distriets in 
town, prepared with uniform books to enter existing classes, 
without necessitating the formation of others. 


V. By. making a direct and systematic exchange we could 
be supplied at publishers’ lowest rates and buy our books for 
at least 40 per cent. off from retail price. Old books could 
also be exchanged for new ones on still more favorable terms 
allowing of a handsome saving in five years in the purchase 
of school books. In exchanging books to secure uniformity 
I do not regard an entire change as being necessary. Some 
schools are now partially supplied with suitable new books. 
Now a committee could adopt these, if satisfied of their 
excellence, thus incurring expense only to such as would 
perhaps naturally be purchasing new books. I do not appre- 
hend it would be found necessary to throw out many really 
valuable books to accomplish the desired result. 


During the year District No. 11 has been divided and 
annexed to Districts No. 8 and 5 with benefit I think to all 
concerned. With the above suggestions given in accordance 
with my convictions of duty my report is respectfully sub- 
mitted. . 

C. O. BARNES, 


School Committee. 
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